
 
 

The Compass: 
Encounter-Examine-Explore-Embrace God’s Word  

to  
Guide your Discipleship Path 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Sermon Series:  “Fighting the Good Fight: 1 Peter.” 

 

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus:  “People of God.”  1 Peter 2.1-12. 

 

This Week’s Mark of Discipleship:  Subversive Spirituality (A commitment to living the alternative vision of the 

Kingdom of God)   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Day #1--Monday, June 26th.  Read: 1 Peter 1.22-25.  Encounter:  God’s Word and your life—

What do you Hear and/or See? 
 

There have been multiple Psychological studies done in the last forty years that point out that the way you see 

yourself determines to a large degree the way you act and react in life.  It is referred to as our “self perception,” 

and to the degree we accept or do not accept this perception is referred to as our “self worth” or “self esteem.”      

 

Of course, this is no new discovery.  Thousands of years ago the Bible said, "As a man thinks in his heart, so is 

he."  The Bible teaches very clearly that your beliefs determine your behavior.  The beliefs you have about 

yourself come from many sources, but primarily from your family of origin.  Unfortunately some or many of 

those beliefs are erroneous and false.   

 

This week, we will examine what God says about you and about us, your church family.  As we have already 

discussed in our study of I Peter, Peter is writing to discouraged believers who are taking some heavy hits on 

their self-perception because they're being persecuted, fed to the lions, hounded out of towns in the Roman 

Empire and facing very tough times.  In 1 Peter 2, Peter continues to remind Jesus’ people (you and me) of who 

they are in Him.  Peter will mention five titles and characteristics of who you are if you're a believer in Jesus 

Christ: 

 

 "You are a chosen people..." 

 "You are a people belonging to God..." 

 "You are living stones..." 

 "You are a royal priesthood and holy nation..." 

 "Once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy" 

 

Consider/Reflect:  Who do you think you are?  Does your identity in Christ make a difference about the way 

you understand yourself?  Why/why not?  Pray about this throughout the week. 

 

 Day #2--Tuesday, June 27th.   Read: 1 Peter 2.1-3.  Examine:  The Text and its Relationship to 

Other Passages. 

 
At the beginning of chapter 2, Peter addresses one of the core consequences that flows from our sense of self:  

how we speak to others!  What comes out of us is what is in us.  Jesus said we can know our hearts by the words 

that come from our mouths.   Peter tells us to put away language that puts down!  Again, we do this because we 

are born again, God’s people who have been called and set apart (holy), and who are being renewed by the Holy 

Spirit every day!   



 
 

Since God has reached out and effected their regeneration and it is an enduring act of his, they should live 

accordingly, rather than returning to wallow in corruptible life...What has been gotten rid of, however, is not 

the grosser vices of paganism, but community-destroying vices that are often tolerated by the modern 

church.  Here Peter, like James and 1 John, shows his concern for community solidarity.  Especially when a 

community is under pressure there is a tendency to begin bickering and division, which only makes the 

community that much more vulnerable to outside pressure.  Peter reminds them that they renounced these 

vices in conversion, naming five types, which are typical of those condemned by Paul and by Jewish 

communities as well.1 

Peter tells us that we should be thirsty for pure, spiritual milk.  This “spiritual milk” is surely “the word that was 

preached to you” or “the living and enduring word of God” of 1:23, 25.  Christians must continue to deepen our 

understanding of God’s Word.  Additionally, many scholars believe that this “spiritual milk” includes other 

spiritual practices as well as Bible study—such as prayer and Worship.  In v.3, Peter’s reference to “tasting” the 

Lord’s goodness reflects the believers’ experience of the Lord and connects with the image of “drinking” (milk).  

Consequently, the first three verses of 1 Peter 2 sums up the Christian life. 

 

The goal of their “growing up” (so fitting in a context of new birth and babies) is salvation…Since they 

have been reborn (cf. 1:2 for this image, which is a baptismal image), they are babies.  Both the terms 

“newborn” and “babies,” which indicate a nursing infant, show this.  Thus they should desire 

appropriate food, namely milk…for milk is appropriate food for the newborn…“milk” is here a symbol 

used as it commonly was in later Judaism for spiritual nourishment.2 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “As an infant craves its mother’s milk, so Christians crave God’s nourishing Word...New 

converts may have a minimal knowledge of Christian teachings, but all Christians should strive to mature in 

their faith, which leads to the full blessings of salvation... [Luther]: ‘The milk is nothing but the Gospel, which is 

also the very seed by which we were conceived and born, as we heard above.  This is also the food that 

nourishes us when we grow up; it is the armor which we put on and with which we equip ourselves.  Yes, it is 

everything put together.  But the admixture is the human doctrines with which the Word of God is adulterated’” 

(AE 30:48–49).3 

 

  Day #3--Wednesday, June 28th.  Read: 1 Peter 2.4-5.  Explore:  The background to this text(s). 

Peter moves form describing the disciple’s responsibility for gaining nourishment from God’s Word to the 

Christian’s security and honor.   

Using a phrase that likely comes from Ps. 34:5 (“Come to him” in the LXX, using a construction not 

found in the NT) Peter notes that their conversion was a coming to Christ (so also Matt. 5:1; 18:1; 23:3; 

Heb. 4:16; 7:25).  Christ is a “living stone.”  This both introduces the stone imagery that will dominate 

the next five verses and designates Christ not as a monument or dead principle, but as the living, 

resurrected, and therefore life-giving one.4  

 

We see in this text two realities about the “living stone” (Jesus).  First, He was rejected.  “The term ‘rejected’ 

implies examination by builders and then casting aside as a reject, unfit for the future building of the nation.  

With that the readers can surely identify, for they were feeling the rejection of their fellow-citizens as well.”5   

Secondly, even though humanity rejected Jesus, God did not!  Again, Davids makes this point abundantly clear: 

 

                                                 
1 P.H. Davids. The First Epistle of Peter (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1990). 
2 Ibid.   
3 Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).  
4 P.H. Davids. The First Epistle of Peter. 
5 Ibid.   
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…this human valuation was set aside by God, who did not simply approve Jesus as a stone in the building, 

but valued him “a select, precious stone.”  This is an allusion to Isa. 28:16, which will be quoted in v. 6, 

here interpreted from the Septuagint as a cornerstone.  In Judaism the Targum interpreted the stone in Isa. 

28 as referring to the King or the Messiah…the foundation, the cornerstone of the temple of God is Jesus, 

who, far from being rejected, is a choice or select stone, a precious or valuable stone, even if the world does 

not yet share that valuation.  This is the one to whom they have come and whose dual fate they share.6 

What is most important to remember is that the consequence of coming to Jesus, the living stone, is that 

believers become part of that spiritual house of which Jesus is the cornerstone.  “The imagery shifts twice in this 

verse, from Christ as the stone and human beings as the builders to Christians as stones and part of the building 

to Christians as priests serving in the building, but the shifts are natural so long as one remembers that this 

language is living metaphor and not fixed theological description.”7 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “The people of God are the temple in which He dwells; Christ is the cornerstone...[Jesus 

is]…chosen and precious.  The Father chose His own dear Son to be our Savior.  This is God’s eternal plan.”8 

 

  Day #4--Thursday, June 29th.  Read: 1 Peter 2.6-8.  Explore:  The Background to this Text. 

 
In these verses, Peter quotes three Old Testament texts to support this understanding that Jesus is the “living, 

corner- stone.”  “A cornerstone is the visible support on which the rest of the building relies for strength and 

stability.  Believers trust in Christ much as a building rests on its cornerstone.”9  To affirm this, Peter first cites 

Isaiah 28:16, where Christ is described as “chosen and precious,” through whom believers will never be “put to 

shame.”  In other words, followers of Jesus have the Biblical promise of ultimate victory for those who trust 

Christ. 

 

To contrast this hope, Peter quotes Psalm 118:22, describing both Jesus’ rejection, and because of this human 

rejection, Jesus’ becoming a “stone of stumbling” for those who will not believe.  This leads to Peter’s third Old 

Testament quote, taken from Isaiah 8:14, which affirms that: 

 

Rejection of Jesus Christ is fatal and is connected with disobeying the message of God’s Word (1 Peter 

2:8b).  To disobey the message (cf. 4:17) is to reject it; and to obey it is to believe…All who do not 

receive Christ as their Savior will one day face Him as their Judge.  Because of sin, all disobedient 

unbelievers are destined for a “stumbling,” which will lead to eternal condemnation.10 

Peter shows how the Old Testament ideas of temple, priest and sacrifice all have new meanings in Jesus 

(2:4–12).  God is building a spiritual temple, with Christ as the corner-stone—and Christians as stones. 

He is making a new “chosen people”—not out of a particular family or race, but out of those who live in 

the light of Christ.  Now all Christians are part of the spiritual temple and priesthood, offering prayers 

and spiritual sacrifices.  Sacrifices aren’t dead animals any more, but the committed lives of Christians 

who love and serve the Lord.  No wonder Christians feel strange. They are living as God’s people in a 

pagan world.  Peter encourages them to live in such a way that the only thing they can be accused of is 

being good!11 

Consider/Reflect:  “The Church is the temple of the Holy Spirit, where He dwells…All Christians are priests, 

having direct access to God through Christ...Priests offer sacrifices; thus Christians offer the sacrifices of prayer, 

praise, and thanksgiving.  These are acceptable to God because of the greatest sacrifice, Jesus Christ (cf Heb 9–

10).  [Luther]: “Since Christ is the Groom and we are the bride, the bride has everything that the Groom has, 

                                                 
6 Ibid. 
7 Ibid.   
8 Lutheran Study Bible. 
9 J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.).  The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, 1985). 
10 Ibid. 
11 A. Knowles. The Bible Guide (Minneapolis, Minnesota: Augsburg, 2001). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bibleguide?ref=Bible.1Pe1.13-2.12&off=677&ctx=AND+A+CHOSEN+PEOPLE%0a~Peter+shows+how+the+


 
 

even His own body.  When He gives Himself to the bride, He gives Himself entirely as what He is; and the 

bride, in turn, also gives herself to Him” (AE 30:53).12 

  Day #5-Friday, June 30th.   Read: 1 Peter 2.9-10. Embrace:  God and His guiding you through 

His Word. 

As we can see in vs.9, another contrast is being made by Peter.  The people of God do stumble and fall; 

Christians are in an honored place as “stones” in God’s new temple—His body!  Commentator T.R. Shriner 

makes this clear: 

The “but” (Greek: de) beginning v. 9 is most naturally understood as a contrast to what immediately 

precedes…God has appointed the disobedient to destruction, but on the contrary believers are a “chosen 

people” (eklekton genos). They belong to God’s people because they have been elected, chosen by 

him…The privilege of belonging to God’s people is conveyed by Peter with a number of Old Testament 

allusions.  Peter drew on Exod 19:6, using the exact words found there in identifying the church as a 

“royal priesthood” (basileion hierteuma)…We should note the comparison and contrast here.  Both 

Israel as a whole and the church of Jesus Christ are identified as a “royal priesthood”…The difference is 

not the extent of the priesthood but its identity, for now the royal priesthood is the church of Jesus Christ 

(cf. Rev 1:6)13 

 

Peter also quotes Exodus 19:6 in identifying the church as a “holy nation” (ethnos hagion).  The church of Jesus 

is a people now set apart for the Lord, enjoying His special presence and favor.  Finally, the church is described 

as “a people belonging to God” (eis peripoiēsin).  While Peter does not cite a specific Old Testament text here, 

scholars note that Peter may have Isaiah 43:21 in mind.  However, the concept of God’s people belonging to 

God is inherent throughout Scripture, and, as Peter describes at the end of v.9, believers have been called out of 

the ways of death and darkness into God’s incredible light and life!  .   

 

Finally, the purpose of God’s people as a called and claimed people for God is explicated.  God has… 

 

…chosen them to be his people, established them as a royal priesthood, appointed them as a holy nation to 

be his special possession, so that they would “declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into 

his wonderful light.”  As God formed Israel to praise him, now the church has been established to praise his 

wonders. God’s ultimate purpose in everything he does is designed to bring him praise (Isa 43:7). The 

declaration of God’s praises includes both worship and evangelism, spreading the good news of God’s 

saving wonders to all peoples. They proclaim God’s praises for calling them “out of darkness into his 

wonderful light.”  This is a description of their conversion and employs the language of Genesis 1, where 

God utters the word and light becomes a reality (Gen 1:3–5), pushing back the darkness...Just as God’s word 

creates light, so God’s call creates faith.  Calling is not a mere invitation but is performative, so that the 

words God speaks become a reality.14   

 

 Day #6--Saturday, July 1st.   Read: 1 Peter 2.11-12.  Embrace:  God and His guiding you through 

His Word. 
 

Verse 11 begins a new section in Peter’s exhortations, as Peter now seeks to emphasize that God’s people are 

“beloved of God” even though they are facing serious trials and struggles.  In fact, it is precisely that they (we) 

are God’s beloved, that we (they) experience life in this world as “sojourners and exiles.”  Commenting on the 

Christian’s identity as sojourners and exiles, Shriner writes: 

 

                                                 
12 Lutheran Study Bible. 
13 T.R. Schreiner. 1, 2 Peter, Jude (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2003). 
14 Ibid. 



 
 

These terms recall Abraham’s status as a sojourner, for he describes himself as an “alien and stranger” 

(paroikos kai parepidēmos) in Gen 23:4 (LXX).  Abraham uttered these words in a context in which he had 

no property on which to bury his wife.  Similarly, the Petrine readers had no permanent home in this 

world.15 

 

In light of being “strangers in a strange land,” Peter now exhorts believers to live accordingly!  While it is never 

easy to live the life of faith, particularly when you are being persecuted and challenged in many ways, the 

struggle is necessary and a part of the Christian journey.   

 

The depth of the struggle in which believers are engaged is explained by the words “which war against 

your soul.”  Obviously the desires of the flesh that emerge in believers are quite strong if they are 

described in terms of warfare, as an enemy that attempts to conquer believers.  Such desires must be 

resisted and conquered, and the image used implies that this is no easy matter.  The Christian life is 

certainly not depicted as passive in which believers simply “let go and let God.”  The “soul” here does 

not refer to the immaterial part of human beings.  The whole person is in view, showing that sinful 

desires, if they are allowed to triumph, ultimately destroy human beings.16 

 

Just as Jesus commanded His disciples to “Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds 

and praise your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5.16), Peter adds a similar command.  Christians are to live in such 

a way that, paradoxically, the very accusations of evil in the sight of unbelives are really God’s ways of 

salvation, which will ultimately vindicate the believer and bring God glory as well!  “Peter was confident that 

some unbelievers will be saved when they notice the godliness of believers. The unbelievers may revile 

Christians, but as they notice the goodness in their lives, some will repent and be saved, and as a result of their 

salvation God will be glorified.”17 

 

Consider/Reflect:   “Only in Jesus, the light of the world, can we truly see things as they are…[Luther}:  ‘We 

must recognize in our hearts and believe that we receive everything from Him and that He is our God.  Then out 

with it, and freely and openly confess this before the world—preach, praise, glorify, and give thanks!  This is the 

real and only worship of God, the true office of the priest, and the finest, most acceptable offering’” (AE 

14:32).18 

 

                                                 
15 Ibid. 
16 Ibid.   
17 Ibid. 
18 Lutheran Study Bible. 

 


